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heoriginal FRIDAY THE 13TH 
(1980), was considered a low grade 
HALLOWEEN knockoff created 
by Producer/Director Sean 


Cunningham and enlivened with a healthy 
dose of effects courtesy of the wizard of 
gore: Torn Savini. The character of Jason 


(now a household name in horror circles) 
is just an excuse for his crazed mother Mrs. 
Vorhees (Betsey Palmer) to go on a 
rampage against sex crazed teenagers 
whom she considers responsible for his 


Jason sported this fashionable sack before he acquired his more-famous hockey mask! 


death (“Kill them Mommy" urges 
“Jason”). The pace is leaden in retrospect 
to the later films, but still contains many 
genuine thrills and interesting twists. This 
is the film that has been the blueprint for 
all subsequent "Jason" films (as they are 
fondly refered to by fans). It is required 
viewing for any serious student on the 
matter. The final minutes, the fight 
between Mrs. Vorhees and Alice 
(Adrienne King)arestillsomeofthe more 
thrilling scenes of the entire series. 


The second installment, FRIDAY 
THE 13TH PART 2 (1981), closely 
resembles the first which indicates 
producer Frank Mancuso knew he had a 
surefire money scheme. Director Steve 
Miner (House) doesn't vary the recipe 
much, just adds a few new and interesting 
methods for killing teens (Double 
impailing, machete to face) again through 
the talents of Tom Savini. Once again 
teenagers are systematically eliminated, 
though this time it is Jason, now avenging 
his mother’ death (he saves her severed 
head in his shack in the woods). Ron 
Kurz’swritingaccomplisheseverything it 
sets out to do: create interesting situations 
for Jason to gut and mutilate his victims 
with a little harmless sex thrown in (did I 
say harmless?). Consequently writer Kurz 
is credited in later pictures with the 
creation of the Jason character along with 
Victor Miller. 


Inaneffortto stimulate a formula that 
was already fairly basic FRIDAY THE 


13TH PART 3(1982) was producedin3D 
which did help at the box office but won't 
do you much good at home. Some of the 
effects were quite interesting though; The 
arrowtoeyeofonevictim,theYo-Yo which 
induced a vertigo sensation. Watch it at 
home and pretend. Another notable 
introduction of the third movie is the 
hockey mask worn originally by practical 
joker Shelly (Larry Zermer) as well as 
Jason'stheme heard forthe firsttime when 
he kills Hippie (David Katims). The third 
film marked the return of director Steve 
Miner who ups the body count, but it 
ultimately doesn't make for a better pic- 
ture. 

THE FINAL CHAPTER (1984), 
was wishful thinking on the part of many 
when the fourth installment of the 
FRIDAYTHE 3TH movies wasreleased 
(Tom Savini agreed to return believing it 
to genuinely be just that: the final chapter). 
Director Joe Zito picks right up at the tail 
of the last, carting Jason off to the morgue 
but it's not long before he returns to Camp 
Blood for more of the same. Notable 
among the case are Crispin Glover, of 
BACK TO THE FUTURE fame as 
victim Jimmy and Larry Monoson of 
MASK, Ai as Ted. In addition it includes 
a young Corey Feldman as the hero of 
the film: Tommy. There is not much 
that is new or inventive in THE FINAL 
CHAPTER and it is not much more than 
a “camp” killer, thriller. 

The biggest boast of FRIDAY THE 
13TH: A NEW BEGINNING (1985) was 


Betsey Palmer plays Jason's mother Mrs. Vorhees, the woman 


behind the man behind the mask! 


"LOOK WHO'S SQUAWKING!" Ron Palillo (better known as Horshak on 
"Welcome Back, Kotter") wonders why his fellow Sweathog John Travolta 
never had to have his insides ripped out in his films! 


thebody count: 20. Based on the theatrical 
success of the film (which now had 
achievedcultstatus) not many minded that 
the story was thinner than the previous 
threadbare plots. Many characters 
(victims) are introduced only to be killed 
within minutes and none of the methods 


are all that inventive or new. Director 


Danny Steinmann does a decent job 
working with what he has which is 
essentially the same movie as the previous 
four. Given that it was produced within a 
year of the release of the fourth movie it 
doesdisplay somenicetouches.Theaction 
centers around a mental health facility 
where Tommy from the last film is now 
housed'and introduces a new Jason, hence 
the title. NEW BEGINNING is worth a 
look simply because of that...it, Aós new 
beginning. 


JASON LIVES! screamed the 
advertisements for FRIDAY THE 13TH 
PART VI released in 1986. The producers 
werenow puttingthe* Jason" moviesoutat 
a rate of one a year and audiences were 
eating them up. JASON LIVES is a high 
point the “Jason” series and introduces a 
new director to the movies, Tom 
McLoughlin, who uses humorto setup his 
characters and situations for an ultimately 
more satisfying ,“kill list”. Jason broadens 
his horizons, not only dispatching love- 
lorn teens but Kill-crazed paramilitary 
survivalists. The story focuses again on 
Tommy (Thorn Mathews) who is now 
Jason'sultimateadversary andhisattempts 
to destroy Jason once and for all (after he 
inadvertantly resurects him along with pal 
Alan played by, Ron Pallillo) Jason still 
frequents the summer camp scene and it's 
no great departure from the others but it 
does manage to invest some life into the 
tired format. 


Director John Buechler of FRIDAY 
THE13THPART7:THENEWBLOOD 
(1988), came from a special effects 
background so one would assume that he . 
would create something new and different 
for his directoral debut: Wishful thinking! 
The main problem with THE NEW 
BLOOD is that it tries to hard to be what 
it is not. It follows the same tried and true 
formula of,the others but fails in the most 


basic;. like making sense and creating 
some semblence of suspense! Many ofthe 
elements are borrowed from other horror 
movies. There is a telekinetic girl, Tina 
(LarPark-Lincoln),whoisthestar(shades 
of "CARRIF")and whovanquishedJason 
in a ridiculous and hokey ending with the 
same power that she used to resurrect him. 
Everything in the movie has been used in 
one way or another in previous FRIDAY 
THE 13TH movies (barring telekinesis). 
If this is Jason’ s new blood, he needs a 
transfusion! 

FRIDAY THE 13TH: JASON 
TAKES MANHATTAN(1989)alsotakes 
your money without delivering what 
audiences have come to appreciate in the 
movies;some goodold fashioned stalk and 
slash with tension and payoff. The 
producers now seem to be only interested 
in separating the viewer and his money as 
quickly and cheaply (the film, set in New 
York City, was shot for the most part in 
Canada) as possible. The body count is 
high: 20 but so much of it is so lack-luster 
and boring, it takes more than half the 
movie for Jason to even get to Manhattan. 
The most remarkable thing about the 
movieishowcleanitis! Thekilling doesn’t 
have the same bloody flare that marked the 
success of the others or the teens that 
livened them. True Jason fans may want to 
take a rain check rather than TAKE 
MANATTAN because as sure as Jason 
lives and lives again there will be a Part 9! 


JASON; 


THE ULTIMATE 
VICTIM! 


When you think of Jason, immedi- 
ately youthink ofa mysterioussilentkiller 
behind the now-famous hockey mask. 
True, the hockey mask is now the trade 
mark ofthe Friday the 13th series but few 
areawarethat Jason only donned the mask 
for the first time in the third movie. From 
then on it hasn't come off except during a 
heated engagement near the end of one of 
the movies so audiences can catch a look 
attheevermore gruesome visage of Jason. 
Before the mask, Jason wore an old sack 
tied around his head to conceal his mottled 
mug. If you looked like that you'd hide 
your.face too! 

Few take into account that Jason 
himself is a major victim. His mother was 
killed and he may or may not have 
witnessed it. Imagine what that does to a 
young impressionable killer. If only he had 
the benefit of therapy, he wouldn't feel the 
need to hack all those people to death 
and be hacked at himself. Repeatedly 
throughout the movies he is chopped, 
stabbed, slashed, hung, electrocuted, and 
otherwise mutilated (not to mention 
drowned as a youn boy). Here now is the 
list of atrocities that Jason has endured 
throughout the series. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 

Jason only appears as a young boy and 
only to drown, leaving his mother, Mrs. 
Voorhees (Betsy Palmer) to do the killing 
and avenge his death. Subsequently the 
filmmakers wentbacktoJasontoavengehis 
and his mother’s deaths in the following 
chapters. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH PART 2 

Jason as played by Warrington 
Gillette, dispatches his victims with ease 
until he comes up against start/ survivor 
Ginny(Amy Steel). Amy manages to slash 
Jason in the hand, wound him on the 
forearm with a chainsaw and ultimately 
cleaves him in the back of the head with 
a machete which puts Jason to rest for this 
movie. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH PART 3 

The role of Jason is now played by 
Richard Booker (for now one actor could 
continue the rigorous pace of Jason. This 


/ 


g; 


Poor victimized Jason has to protect himself 
from yet another chainsaw-bearing teen! 


time the lone survivor is Chris (Dana 
Kimmel) whomanagestoslash Jason with 
aknife,stab himinthethigh and,slug him 
repeatedly. He is also hung by the neck, 
cleaved with a machete in the arm and 
ultimately gets an axe in the forehead, 
dropping him for the count in this film. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH: THE FINAL CHAPTER 

Jason suffers some of his worst abuse 
in the fourth chapter, erroneously titled 
THE FINAL CHAPTER. Standard 
female survivor, Trish in this case, 
(Kimberly Beck), along with younger 
brother Tommy (a young Corey Feldman) 
do battle with the man behind the mask. 
Trish hacks Jason on the forearm with a 
machete, beats him with a hammer about 


the head, plants the hammer in the back of 


his neck, cleaves his hand in half along 
with his left arm. She then hits him in the 
face, knocking his mask off. It is young 
Tommy who must send Jason to the mat in 
this one with a machete to the side of his 
head, sending him falling, head sliding 
down the blade. Just for good measure 
Tommy then beats him repeatedly. 


FRIDAY THE 13TH: A NEW BEGINNING 

Itis indeed a new beginning for Jason, 
This time a disgruntled ambulance driver 
named Roy (Dick Wieand). This may be 
a new Jason, but he can still take the 
punishment dished out by heroine Pam 
(Melanie Kinnaman) and assisted by 
Reggie (Shavar Ross). Jason is run down 
by atractor, wounded in the abdomen with 
a knife, gouged in the left arm with a 
chainsaw,stabbed inthe thigh with aknife, 
hit with a chainsaw, chopped in the head 
and eventually sent to his demise by 
falling on a spiked farm tool! 


FRIDAY THE 13 PART 6: JASON LIVES 

Of course Jason lives. This time the 
role is handed over to C.J. Graham who 
takes all the punishment the cast dish out. 
He_is shot five times by one deputy, then 
the sherrif shoots him three times with a 
shotgunand whenthatfails,anothershoots 
him four times with his revolver! He also 
hits Jason with logs, rocks and whatever 
else is handybut of course “JASON 
LIVES”! Later he is chained toarock and 
drowned in the lake by Tommy (Thom 
Mathews). Whenthatfails heroine Megan 
(JenniferCooke)leansonJason’sface with 
the propellerofan outboard motor... that's 
gotta hurt! 


FRIDAY THE 13TH 7: THE NEW BLOOD 

The new blood is Kane Hodder as 
Jason who is now virtually indestructible. It 
seems whatever doesn’t kill Jason makes 
him stronger. This time out, Tina (Lar 
Park Lincoln) and boyfriend Nick (Kevin 
Blair) manage to electrocute Jason in a 
puddle of water, hang him by this neck, hit 
him with nails, spray him with gasoline 
and light him on fire, blow him up, and 
shoot him three times! It is only when 
dearly departed Dad (John Otrin) rises 
from the lake to drag Jason back to his 
watery grave we are assured he won’t 
be back... till the next one when he takes 
Manhattan! 
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